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Kentucky Opera live at 2 p.m.: 
facebook.com/courierjournal 


Details on 2018-19 season: Metro, 3A 
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Bevin budget calls for 
killing 70 programs 


Gov. Matt Bevin speaks during his State of the Com 
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Governor: Cuts ‘scattered throughout state government’ 


Tom Loftus 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


FRANKFORT, Ky. - Gov. Matt Bevin on Tues- 
day night proposed a budget that he said would 
eliminate 70 state programs and cut spending 
at most agencies by 6.25 percent while fully 
funding state pension plans. 

And the governor gave a high priority in the 
lean spending plan to the main public school 
funding program known as SEEK (Support 
Education Excellence in Kentucky), saying its 
funding will not be cut. 

“The real budget focus this year is getting 
our financial house in order,” Bevin told a joint 
meeting of the Kentucky House and Senate in 
an hourlong State of the Commonwealth and 
budget address. 

The key step in doing that, he said, is by fully 
funding the hundreds of millions of dollars 
more that he said are needed by state retire- 
ment systems, which are $43 billion in debt. 

Bevin’s budget does not anticipate tax re- 
form, but the governor said that issue remains 
a priority. He said if tax reform cannot pass in 
the current regular session, he will push that a 
special session later in the year. 

In his speech Bevin did not identify any of 
the 70 programs to be eliminated. He said they 
were “scattered throughout state government.” 
A briefing released by his administration dur- 
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From Texas to New England, snow and ice disrupt travel 


and close schools as temperatures turn bitter. 1B 
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Bevin addresses a joint session in the House 
of Representatives. SAM UPSHAW JR./CJ 


ing the speech said the budget closes the 
state’s film incentive program to new appli- 
cants. 

He said the eliminations result in massive 
savings that minimized cuts to other parts of 
state government, where cuts much deeper 
than 6.25 percent were feared. 

Bevin emphasized during his speech a 
handful of areas that he said were in dire need 
and would get increases. Those areas are: 

X Foster care and adoption services, which 
would get $10.8 million in additional funding. 

Efforts to fight the opioid abuse crisis 


See BEVIN, Page 10A 


Heaven Hill distillery receives high praise 


and to see how you qualify for $295 LASIK 


www.Joffe.com 


West Louisville leaders now laud the company for its 
participation in community services, events. Food, 1D 


More inside 


X Bevin’s executive 
order to strip Medi- 
caid coverage from 
nearly half a million 
Kentuckians should 
proposed overhaul of 
the federal-state 
health plan be struck 
down in court. 3A 


X Reaction to the 
governor’s address 
at the Capitol. 10A 


“The real 
budget focus 
this year is 
getting our 
financial house 
in order.” 

Gov. Matt Bevin 
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High 23° X Low 12° 
Cold. Forecast, 2A 
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Sources: 
Bevin’s 
adoption 
‘czar gone 


After 7 months, Dumas 
left $240K-a-year post 


Deborah Yetter 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


A pastor and Baptist 
seminary professor 
hired by Gov. Matt Bev- 
in as the state’s adop- 
tion “czar” has left Bev- 
in’s administration 
midway through the 
first year of his contro- 
versial $240,000-a- 
year contract. 

The departure of Dan Dumas comes 
one year after Bevin pledged in his 
2017 State of the Commonwealth ad- 
dress to name a “czar” to oversee re- 
form of the state adoption and foster 
care system, one of his priorities as 


See DUMAS, Page 5A 


Housing 
plan near 
park draws 
concerns 


Nature group wants to 
add over 900 new lots 


James Bruggers 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


The nonprofit business that helped 
preserve and build a 20-mile-long cor- 
ridor of parks along Floyds Fork is pro- 
posing a large subdivision next to one 
park even as planners and residents 
are still working on a long-term vision 
for the last large area of Jefferson 
County that’s not fully developed. 

The 21st Century Parks Endowment 
Inc., wants to build more than 900 new 
homes adjacent to Broad Run Park, the 
600-acre jewel at the southern end of 
the 4,000-acre Parklands of Floyds 
Park in eastern Louisville. 

The proposal — 588 new single- 
family lots and 350 multi-family 
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